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son of South Carolina, who had been a lieutenant in the Con-
tinental Army before he was eighteen, had served for two years
as assistant secretary of war, and now wished to re-enter the
public service in a capacity that might lead to something more
substantial under the new government, Jackson was elected over
Temple Franklin, and was called in to take Ms seat.
His first duty was to read the credentials which the various
delegates had brought from the Commonwealths of Massachu-
setts, Pennsylvania, and Virginia; the States of New York, New
Jersey, Delaware, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia
(of which the official style was "The State of Georgia by the
grace of God, free, Sovereign and Independent'*). The credentials
were greatly different in language but they generally agreed in
instructing the delegates to consider and report revisions of the
Articles of Confederation. Not even Virginia clearly authorized
any attempt to draft a new constitution. Dekware enjoined its
delegates against consenting to any change in the rule of equal
representation of the states in Congress.
Here was a serious obstacle at title very outset. Suppose the
Convention should decide in favor of amending the rule of rep-
resentation, against the vote of Delaware. The amendment would
have to be submitted to Congress. Suppose Congress should
approve. The amendment would then have to be sent to the
states for ratification, and could not become a part of the Articles
unless it was "confirmed by the legislatures of every state."
Delaware could refuse to confirm it The 60,000 people of Dela-
ware would have^he right, under the Articles, to defeat the will
of an overwhelming majority of all Americans.
For the present there was nothing to be said about this diffi^
culty. The Convention appointed a messenger and a doorkeeper.
Charles Pinckney moved that a committee be appointed to draw
up rules of order for the conduct of Convention business. The
choice, by ballot, fell on Wythe of Virginia, Hamilton of New
York, anJ Charles Pinckney of South Carolina. Then the Con- .
vention adjourned to ten o'clock on the morning of Monday
the 28th. ,
On Monday nine more delegates were present, Massachusetts
was now officially represented by the punctual King and the
tardier Nathaniel Gorham and Caleb Strong. Connecticut had
sent its first delegate in Oliver Ellsworth, Gunning Bedford joined

